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ANNUAL MEETING & SOCIAL
Saturday, December 7, 4 to 6 p.m.

Home of Fran and Ron Chilcote
1940 San Remo Drive, Laguna Beach

You are cordially invited to 
Our Annual Meeting and Social 

  Free  to all Members and Friends of the 
Temple Hills Community

Space is limited and it would help if you RSVP with 
message or text to 949-244-1586 or email to

 lornabshaw@netscape.net, subject: THCA RSVP

FEATURING:

You’re
Invited!

THCA MeeTing AgendA
4 p.m.

Check-in with Social and 
Refreshments

4:20 p.m.
Annual Meeting

Chair (Anne Frank)
Board Elections

Approval of Minutes (October 
13, 2018)

Financial Report (Anne Stringer)
Annual Report (Ron Chilcote)

Report on Pathways (David Raber)

4:45 p.m.
Report by Councilwoman 

Toni Iseman

5 p.m.
Premiere Showing of 
Documentary Film:

“Laguna: How a Community 
Confronted Ten Challenges to its 

Legacy and Character”

Premiere Presentation of a New 
Documentary Film on Laguna Beach and 

How a Community Confronted Ten 
Challenges to Its Legacy and Character 

It’s More than a Meeting!
The Temple Hills annual meeting will be a great 

chance to connect with your neighbors, meet some 
new folks, learn about the work THCA is doing, and 
voice your own concerns. The business meeting will 
be refreshingly brief, preceded by wine and gourmet 
nibbles and followed by a showing of a short film about 
Laguna Beach and the challenges it has faced. The food 
committee is working with a couple of favorite local 
restaurants to come up with some yummy food choices 
and this will be the film’s premiere showing. What 
could be better? The meeting will be held at the home 
of Fran and Ron Chilcote, 1940 San Remo Drive, at 
4:00 on Saturday, December 7.  Hope to see you there!

— Becky Jones T
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Steering Committee
2019

Judith Anderson........................................ Social 

Steve Baker............................................Group 1 

Bob Borthwick*.................................... Planning

Fran Chilcote* ..................................... Secretary

Ron Chilcote* .......... Coordinator and Newsletter

Jamie and Stephen Crawford .........School Issues

Dennis Eastman ........................ Undergrounding

Anne Frank* ............Newsletter/Archive/Group 6

Ron Hirsch .....................Neighborhood projects 

Becky Jones ... Planning & Neighborhood Groups

Charlotte Masarik ..........................Village Issues

Carol Nilson* ...............................Transportation

Carol Olson .........................................Walkways

Patti Oshlund .........................................Group 5 

David Raber* ........................ Website & Group 4

Verna Rollinger* ................................ City Affiars

Lorna Shaw* ...............Membership and Group 2

Anne Stringer* ......... Treasurer and Membership

Dave and Joanne Trotter ................Groups 3 & 4

Dave Walker ............Undergrounding and Traffic

John Walker ..........................................Group 5

Robin Walker .......Design Review and Party Com

*Board Members

Honorary Members
Recognized for long-term service and commitment 

to Temple Hills
Joe Baker

Jan and Jim Hall

Doug and Rhonda Kim

Ben and Mary Lou Teschner 

Kurt Topik 

Estelle Warner

Grant Wetzel

Marian Whitney

Neighborhood Groups
Temple Hills is broken into six neighborhood areas. 

Group Leaders focus on issues and problems if and 

when they occur. 

Temple Hills Pathways Report
THE PAST

As you may have heard in the City Council meeting on December 19, the City Council finalized the abandon-
ment of the upper part of the historic Temple Hills neighborhood pathways. These pathways were laid out 

as part of the subdivision plat that was filed with Orange County back when all of the lots here were created. 
In that original plan, public circulation in the extremely long and narrow “View” streets was addressed by the 
series of lateral walkways throughout the neighborhood. 
 The now-abandoned pathways include #1 (Temple Hills Drive near Palm down to the end of Bayview), #2 
(Bayview near its intersection with THD down to Canyon View near the Buena Vista intersection), and #3 (Can-
yon View near the Buena Vista intersection down to near the middle of Coast View). Many in the neighborhood 
consider this to be the loss of a valuable community asset and sets a bad precedent for pedestrian circulation 
concerns throughout the town. 
 All of this was despite the arguments that many of you made to preserve the pathways. One of the highlights 
of the evening is that a LBHS alumna told of her experience growing up in this neighborhood and as a teen using 
the walkways to get to and from school and her friend›s houses. Her parents still live in the neighborhood and 
are active supporters of the pathways.

THE FUTURE
 Rather than immediately seeking abandonment of Pathway #4 (Canyon View down to the end of Coast View, 
then on down to Lower Temple Hills Drive), City Council also instructed Staff to further explore options for #4. 
This pathway has the most interest since there is already a usable trail on it and residents in the neighborhood 
actively use it. 
 The existing trail would have to have minor realignments in several places to make it precisely follow the 
dedicated right-of-way. City Staff will be doing an analysis on this issue over the next few months. Stay tuned for 
further updates.                                              — David Raber, Chair of the Temple Hills Pathway Committee T
 

Commentary on Temple Hills Pathways
Our Temple Hills community has been deeply concerned about the demands of a few residents and one city 

councilman to abandon the public historical pathways (“walkways” as originally designated in our Tract 
maps of 1921 and 1927). On November 19, the Council met to consider abandonment and a majority voted to 
vacate three of them (1, 2, and 3) but a 3-to-2 majority also voted not to vacate but to consider what to do with 
pathway 4 that has been used for decades.
 The Temple Hills Community Association (THCA) considers all the historical pathways as public and serving 
the interests of all neighborhood residents, including those who live alongside them. The pathways facilitate 
movement through the hill, they ensure safety for our children who walk to school, and a means of evacuation 
in the event of fire or earthquake. Indeed, abandonment of the pathways is in violation of multiple General Plan 
policies.   — Ron Chilcote, THCA Coordinator T 
 

Decisions on Pedestrian Pathways Must Be
Consistent with General Plan Policies      
Abandonment of the pedestrian pathways in the view streets area of Temple Hills is not consistent with General 

Plan policies. 
 Open Space Policy 6G clearly discourages abandonment of “dedicated but unimproved street rights-of-way, 
public easements, or other reservations secured by the City, unless such action is in the public interest.”  
 The view street tracts were designed in a very rudimentary way as what today would be described as a planned 
community. The pathways under discussion were designed as common areas to benefit all the residents of the 
tract. Where access was possible and not deliberately blocked, they have historically provided residents with 
access through the neighborhood and provided neighborhood youth with a pedestrian route not only to visit 
friends but also to access the beach and the high school. In addition, these pathways link to a mapped City trail 
reaching from the lower Temple Hills hillside down to Park Avenue. Wherever possible, these pathways are still 
in use today by neighborhood residents. 
 “In the public interest” includes not only the handful of property owners who live adjacent to a pathway, but 
also includes all the properties in the tract. The property owners whose lots are adjacent to the pathways will 
benefit from abandonment of the pathways by increasing their privacy and expanding the size of their lots, but the 
other almost two hundred homes in the tract will lose the street-linking function the pathways have traditionally 
provided the potential for improved pedestrian access in the future, a much-needed neighborhood benefit. For 
abandonment of the pathways to be in the public interest, the public, in this case the neighborhood as a whole, 
would have to be receiving something in exchange for the loss of what they currently have — a benefit such as 
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practical alternatives to the current path system or at least development of those paths that are now most in use. 
 This pathway system has allowed neighborhood residents to move from street to street down the hillside without 
having to travel, in some cases, a lengthy stretch to busy Temple Hills Drive. All the streets in this neighborhood 
are designated in the Safety Element of the General Plan as having “impaired access.” Such streets require sec-
ondary access for safety; pedestrian paths are a recommended option in the Safety Element of the General Plan 
for improving emergency access on such streets.      — Becky Jones
 [Excerpts from a lengthy November 18 letter to the Laguna Beach City Council by Becky Jones, former Plan-
ning Commissioner and long-time advisor to the THCA board] T
 

Safety and the Temple Hills Pathways             
Safe Routes to Schools [SRTS] is a National Program funded and sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
among other agencies. SRTS promotes walking to school through infrastructure improvements, enforcement, 
safety education, and other incentives to encourage pedestrian mobility. I became aware of this Program when 
working on projects for the City of San Clemente.
 The remaining “open” Temple Hills pathway parcels provide efficient [and safer] alternate routes for 
school children to walk to school and are made-to-order to fulfill SRTS goals. In particular, the pathways from 
Buena Vista to Coast View [partially obstructed] and from Coast View to lower Temple Hills Drive [open] have 
been used by generations of school kids and are currently available for use by pedestrians. If these routes are 
abandoned, residents in the neighborhoods surrounding these pathways would be forced to walk a significant 
distance to upper Temple Hills Drive and cross a dangerous roadway [THD] on their way to school, the beach, 
or downtown. This decision would be directly in conflict with the national policies for Safe Routes to Schools by 
creating a far more dangerous circulation route than currently exists with the pathway options. In my opinion, 
such abandonment would put the City of Laguna Beach at risk for litigation should any pedestrian be 
harmed by this abandonment action.
 In the name of public safety, these remaining pathway properties must be retained as public property for 
pedestrian use, as they were originally intended.       — Bob Borthwick, THCA Board Member T
 

Testimonials
As a 25-plus-year resident of Temple Hills, my family and especially our two sons have used the pathways for 

many years. They have been in use nearly 50 years. They provide quicker access to LBHS, beach, and town. 
Pathways save us from the need to find parking. The pathways encourage walking over driving, which is good 
for the environment. The general plan supports making Laguna more walker friendly. Many such paths exist in 
other parts of Laguna.
 The pathways can also serve as an evacuation route in the event of a landslide, fire or earthquake. The streets 
in lower Temple Hills have been designated as dangerously long and narrow for evacuations.
 The concern of a few homeowners regarding their property resale values should not outweigh the present 
benefits and future benefits for the community that the pathways can and do provide. These few individuals 
whose properties may be affected knew about the pathways when they bought their lots or houses and enjoyed 
a meaningful discount as a result. Why should they receive a generous financial bonus from the City now? Please 
do not trample on the rights of current pathway users for a few people who do not understand their community 
value. 
 Please do not destroy the whole system for the financial benefit of the few. Certainly, there are other ways to 
approach this question. Abandonment is forever. Preserving the pathways is wiser.             — Carol Olson T
 

We have lived on the corner of San Remo Drive and Temple Hills Drive for more than 47 years. Most of the 
streets in this area have no sidewalks, including Temple Hills Drive, and no way to walk safely down the 

hillside. With safety in mind, the planners felt it necessary to create walkways and dedicated land to the City to 
make this possible. These spaces allow children on lower Temple Hills to walk safely down the hillsides.
 All of us who have lived here over time and whose children have used the pathways know how important they 
are and will continue to be for the safety of children. I strongly oppose removing these walkways. I am shocked 
that the City Council would even consider their abandonment.             — Fran Chilcote T
 

I grew up on Temple Hills Drive, attending Top of The World, Thurston, and LBHS, graduating in 1978. As kids, 
we walked everywhere, and where we could, used shortcuts to keep us safe from the speeding cars coming 

down Temple Hills and Park. The winding roads, with no sidewalks, and cars parked as close to the vegetation 
as possible, made our ventures dangerous and scary at times. It has been a very long time, but as I think back, I 
used to use some of these pathways, but thought back then that we were trespassing. Had I known that they had 
been set aside for our use, we all, my friends included, would have used them much more. >

 As I grew up in Laguna, I was proud of the work 
done by the community to keep the open space 
around Laguna. The Greenbelt was visionary, and, 
among other things, preserved the uniqueness of 
Laguna. I return often visiting my mom and have 
learned of decisions that do not seem aligned with 
those goals in mind. We used to use a dirt road to 
walk to Thurston. Now that road is no longer acces-
sible to the public. It is one thing to pave a road but 
quite another to flat out be banned from the road, as 
a pedestrian. Growing up on Temple Hills Drive, we 
were “street savvy” and knew the especially danger-
ous sections. As a parent, when visiting my mom, I 
was hyper sensitive and didn’t think it safe for my 
kids to walk to the beach alone as we did at their 
age. What is wrong with that picture? Why on earth 
would the City abandon the walkways? I see no benefit 
from that, and in fact, I suggest that their existence 
be advertised as an available alternative for all. Go 
back and see why the pathways were created in the 
first place, and please, find the courage to carry that 
philosophy forward. — Karen (Shaw) Walters T 

 

The pathways are a critical component of the 
neighborhood and provide alternative options 

for residents to traverse the neighborhood rather 
than being forced onto the busy and winding Temple 
Hills Drive (which is also extremely dangerous due to 
how narrow the street is and how the majority of cars 
speed well in excess of the speed limit). It’s dangerous 
for adults, children, and pets. I’ve nearly been hit on 
Temple Hills Drive multiple times both while walking 
and biking (with a dog and baby). I urge the City to 
restore these pathways to workable conditions for 
the enjoyment of residents. Having these pathways in 
quality condition is important to the overall utility of 
the neighborhood, With some proper funding, they 
can be made into navigatable, safe, and pleasant areas 
allowing people to walk and enjoy the neighborhood, 
rather than feeling so pigeonholed and unable to move 
along Temple Hills Drive without a car.     — Drew T



P. O. Box 4913
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1940 San Remo Drive, Laguna Beach

THCA MEMBERSHIP DUES COUPON
Name (Please print) ___________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________ Email ____________________________________

Dues 2020 ($25 per household) or 

Dues 2020 and 2021 ($35 per household) = ..........................$__________

Donation to THCA ................................................................$__________

Total Enclosed = ...................................................................$__________
Please mail this coupon with your check to

THCA, P. O. Box 4913, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

What you can do to help THCA

Let us know who your new neighbors are so that we can include them in our mailing. 
Even though every house should get a newsletter, often it is addressed to the old 

owner and “resident.” We would like to be more friendly by addressing it to the new 
owner. The City is unable to provide us these records in a timely manner so hearing 
from you would help us out.
 The THCA newsletter is always happy to receive news and photos that might be of 
interest to the community. 
 Please contact THCA at laguna.thca@gmail.com. T

Come Join Us!
The Temple Hills Community Association, since 

our founding in 1972, has worked to improve the 
quality of life on our streets and in our neighborhoods, 
to help neighbors get to know one another, to help 
them interact with the City when property issues and 
neighborhood concerns arise, and to join together to 
address the bigger issues that affect us as a community.
 Over the years, working together as a community,

•  we’ve prevented Temple Hills Drive from becom-
ing a major regional thoroughfare joining with 
major streets in Aliso Viejo,

•  encouraged the acquisition of hillside open 
space and the establishment of mini-parks,

•  worked to facilitate safe pedestrian options,

•  fought out-of-scale development and subdivi-
sions,

•  facilitated undergrounding in those areas of the 
hill where a majority of residents approved,

•  provided a community voice to the City,

•  fostered a tradition of great neighborhood par-
ties.

 Are there any problems in your neighborhood? 
We’d like to know. What are your interests? Would you 
like to become more involved? There are opportuni-
ties on the Steering Committee and the Neighborhood 
Groups.
 Come join with us. T


